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TRANSLATOR’S INTRODUCTION

This is the third of a set of three spontaneous vajra songs sung by Jamyang Khyentse
Wangpo in celebration of the experiential realizations of the three inner tantras.
Adornment of the Innate Nature Free of Activity details the practice and fruition of the
third inner tantra, known as Atiyoga or the Great Perfection, which is the pinnacle of
all vehicles and the culmination of all paths. The Great Perfection practitioner leaves
behind all conceptually contrived practices of the other eight vehicles and rests at ease
in the nature of mind, without altering or modifying anything. Through the unified
cultivation of “cutting through” (z7ekcho) and “leaping over” (zdgal), the practitioner
realizes primordial purity and spontaneous presence.

Vajra songs burst forth from the throats of realized masters in a creative and free-
flowing style. These devotional songs evoke the master’s meditative experiences and
contain pith instructions for the path, and explanations of how each stage of practice
transforms and awakens us. The genre of vajra songs or dobas has a rich history within
the Indo-Tibetan Vajrayana tradition, dating back most famously to the eighth-century
Indian mahisiddha Saraha and continuing in Tibet with masters such as Milarepa,
Longchenpa, Jigme Lingpa, Shabkar, Mipham, and many others. Vajra songs are so-
called not because they are beautiful literary compositions but because they convey the
special wisdom of the Vajrayana.

In his vajra songs, Jamyang Khyentse Wangpo shares his dynamic inner wisdom in a
deeply personal and direct way to give us a taste of his own experience and to
encourage us to embody the spacious wisdom of nonduality within ourselves. We can
read or sing these songs as a daily prayer, look to them for guidance and inspiration as

we traverse the path, or share them during feast-offering rituals.
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Adornment of the Innate Nature Free of

Activity

Homage to the wisdom gurn!
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In the expanse of primordial purity, the ultimate sphere ever free of conceptual
elaboration,
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nang sal khyé ché druk den ka dak gi long du

Inner luminosity, endowed with the six special qualities,
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chir sal long ché yong dzok khor lo ru zheng pé

Appears as outer luminosity, the wheel of the sambhogakaya—
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rang rik j6 du mé pé ngo wo la dii do

To the inexpressible nature of my own awareness, I bow.
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On the crystal surface of the undetermined universal ground,
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na tsok nang wé rang tsal nyi nang du zung wé

The myriad appearances of natural creativity are grasped as dualistic appearances;
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Thus deceived by the dense light patterns of endless samsira,
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ma rik tril pé duk ngal dor mé du ché do

One experiences the relentless suffering of deluded unawareness.
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ngo wo tong nyi j6 dral tak pa ni ma yin

The essence of awareness, which is inexpressible emptiness, is not a permanent entity.
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Its nature, unceasing luminosity, is beyond the extreme of annihilation.
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Within ordinary, unimpeded openness beyond conceptual mind,
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zung dzin nyi dral d6 mé ché nyi du drél lo

One is liberated into original true reality, free of dualistic fixation.
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This ground-awareness transcends delusion and non-delusion—
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With the secret key point of practicing primordial purity, beyond thought and
expression, [571]
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On the path of the Great Perfection, which transcends the conceptual contrivance of
the eight vehicles,
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Seize the everlasting kingdom of the innate nature, where there is nothing to do!
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Recollecting true reality free of the perpetuation of the five aggregates,
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One abides within unfabricated awareness, where arising and liberation occur
simultaneously.
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When deluded perceptions of the sameness of samsira and nirvina are purified within
inner space,
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The labels “view,” “meditation,” “conduct,” and “fruition” all fall away.
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The extraordinary four lamps give rise to the display of the four visions
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rik dang ngén sum tong wa t6 gal gyi lam chok

On the supreme path of tdgal, where the radiance of awareness is actually seen.
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The fortunate yogi who applies the three key points
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To experience natural luminosity free from thoughts,
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zung juk nyam su len pé kal den gyi nal jor

United with the ultimate fruit, the profound secret, the final pith instruction,
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And who, with constant awareness in the perfect stability that mirrors the four
liberations,
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Gazes directly and effortlessly at the result, absolute reality,
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Reaches the level of the exhaustion of all vehicles.
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In the citadel of the ever-turning auspicious wheel, the dharmakaya free of extremes,
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Enjoying the wisdom of unchanging, self-luminous nakedness,
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The yogi reaches an inexpressible perfection beyond the conceptual net of levels and

paths,
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And, through inseparable appearance-emptiness, works for the supreme benefit of

beings.
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May my spontaneous vajra song of Atiyoga—
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The wisdom that transcends virtuous meditative absorptions,
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The supreme path that establishes the three realms as mind’s luminosity—
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Bring natural liberation in the primordial ground of Samantabhadra. [572]

Virtue! !






NOTES

1. “Virtue!” (dge’) appears only in the Kabab Dun edition.
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GLOSSARY

conceptual contrivance
B~ yiddpyod
Analysis, visualization, speculation, or fabrication by the conceptual mind (y:d) in the first
eight of the nine vehicles.
cutting through
@“]N g"\] o kbregs chod
Trekcho. A Dzogchen practice that involves cutting through delusion to reveal the purity

beyond conceptual elaboration.

eight vehicles
ﬁn‘rq | ¢ thegbrgyad
The first eight vehicles or yanas according to the nine-yana system: Sravaka,
Pratyekabuddha, Bodhisattva, Kriya, Upa, Yoga, Mahi, and Anu.

ever-turning auspicious wheel
&l g&'@;'q@m'q | ° gyungdrung khyil ba -+ svastika
The ever-turning auspicious wheel or spinning svastika is an ancient Indian symbol of
auspiciousness and perpetuity. The term svastika comes from the Sanskrit syllables
“su” (good) and “asti” (to prevail), denoting auspiciousness, well-being, luck, and
happiness. The symbol is often seen at the Buddha's heart center.

five aggregates
@’\Z’/E] o phungpolnga ° paficaskandha
The five aspects or skandhas which comprise the physical and mental constituents of a
sentient being: physical forms (gzugs), sensations (zshor ba), conceptions ( du shes),
formations ( du byed), and consciousnesses (rnam shes).

four lamps
gﬁﬁa] * sgron bzhi

Four key elements in the practice of togal, the path of spontaneous presence.
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four liberations
Hara qa] e grol ba bzhi
The four liberations are: (1) liberation upon arising (shar grol), (2) self-liberation (rang
grol), (3) naked liberation (gcer grol), and (4) timeless liberation (ye grof).

four visions
ﬁ’x'ﬂgﬂ * snang behi
The four visionary experiences of tégal practice: (1) the vision of the direct perception of
reality (chos nyid mngon sum gyi snang ba), (2) the vision of ever-increasing meditative
experiences (nyams gong phel ba’t snang ba), (3) the vision of the culmination of awareness
(rig pa tshad phebs kyi snang ba), and (4) the vision of exhaustion into reality (chos nyid du
zad pa’i snang ba).

Great Perfection
Eﬂ“l %ﬂ * rdzogs chen
Also known as Atiyoga, the Great Perfection (Dzogchen) is the pinnacle of the nine

vehicles of the Nyingma school.

ground-awareness
ﬂagﬂ] o gzhirig
Ground awareness is the basis for all appearances of samsara and nirvana, and the arising of
the foundation consciousness.
leaping over
Eﬁiﬁ | © thod rgal
Togal. A Dzogchen practice that involves direct experience of the natural luminosity of
awareness.
level of exhaustion
Ef\'NX'q@‘H'qa'ﬁ'qqr\'] * zad sar khyol ba’i go phang
It is at this point, the fourth vision in #dga/, that all vehicles fall away. All phenomena are
exhausted within reality.
natural creativity
IREN| o rang resal
The manifestative power or expressive energy of awareness.

perfect stability
gﬂ"ﬂqﬂ" * cog bzhag

The stages of leaving awareness in its uncontrived natural state.

six special qualities
@z\g‘\’ BN khyad chos drug
The six special qualities of Samantabhadra, which describe the great stage of primordial
liberation: (1) arises from the ground (gzhs las phags), (2) appears as the true essential
nature (rang ngor snang), (3) differentiates specific aspects (bye brag phyed), 4) liberates
directly within openness (phyed thog tu grol), (5) does not come from elsewhere (gzhan

lung las ma byung), and (6) abides in its own natural condition (rang sar gnas pa).
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three key points
RSRRNYN] o gnad gsum

Three methods for seeing luminosity in tdgal practice: (1) the key point of the gateway, the
cause of the arising (of luminosity), (2) the key point of the field, the basis for the arising (of
the visions), and (3) the key point of breathing, the manner of the arising.

togal
~
SNFAN| ¢ thod rgal
A Dzogchen practice that involves direct experience of the inherently present luminosity of

awareness.
trekcho
@“]N 55/’\] o khregs chod
A Dzogchen practice that involves cutting through delusion to reveal the purity beyond

conceptual elaboration.
undetermined universal ground
’Ei'ﬂa'fﬂR'N'q%@'“ | © kungzhilung ma bstan pa
This is the ground of all, which can be variously perceived as the ground of dualistic mind

or the ground of enlightened mind depending upon one’s realization.

unimpeded openness
IRIVFUNE| © zang thal rgya yan

Free and easy, open and loose, flowing and transparent.
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